
HOW FOOD AND DRINK 
CARTONS CONTRIBUTE 
TOWARDS A SUSTAINABLE 
CIRCULAR ECONOMY

The European bioeconomy 
is worth

€2.1 TRILLION

It employs

18.3 
MILLION

people

Food & drink cartons
are made from

75%
natural renewable 

sources

 74% of
all cartons

in the European market 
recovered for recycling 
and energy generation*

Cartons for the European market 
are manufactured by paper mills 
that use 95% Bioenergy

Over 90% of UK councils collect cartons
for recycling, circa 64% at kerbside

Lightweight and space efficient,
by weight a filled carton is 95% 
product and only 5% packaging

A low carbon packaging choice The environmental bene� ts of cartons

Bioeconomy by numbers

CARTONS ARE

100% 
RECYCLABLE

Over 90% of UK councils collect cartons
for recycling,

 10%
of it is forestry, paper 
and paper products

A study published by the 
Bio-based Industries 
Consortium in March 2016 
showed the growing scale
of the European bioeconomy. 
It’s already helping in the
transition towards a 
sustainable, circular 
economy. Paper-based 
products – which include 
food & drink cartons – play 
an important part.

20 years
and counting of consistent 
growth in European food 
& drink carton recycling

Around

44%
of food & drink 

cartons are
recycled in

the EU*

100%
of wood fibre used
in the EU is sourced 
from FSC chain of 

custody certified mills

of wood fibre used
in the 

custody certified mills

 74
all cartons

in the European market 
recovered for recycling 
and energy generation*

www.ace-uk.co.uk
© The Alliance for Beverage Cartons and the Environment Limited 2016*  2015 European recycling rates


